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PREAMBLE 

We, the students of Towson University, desiring to preserve within the University an atmosphere of 

free discussion, inquiry, and self-expression, to ensure the personal freedom and general welfare of 

the student body, to promote principles of all aspects of diversity, and to continue in our tradition of 

responsible self-governance, do hereby establish this constitution of the Student Government 

Association (SGA) of Towson University.  

 

FRANCHISE AND CITIZENSHIP  

SECTION ONE – Membership  

All fee-paying undergraduate students enrolled in Towson University’s main campus shall have the 

right to vote in the Student Government Association Elections and to participate in the Student 

Government Association, hereinafter referred to as the SGA. This right may not be curtailed or 

removed. Membership shall be detailed in Article IX.  

 
SECTION TWO – Official Name & Governance  

The official name of this government body shall be the Student Government Association of Towson 

University. Hereafter referred to as the “Towson University Student Government Association” or 

“Towson SGA.” The SGA shall be composed of three branches: Executive, Legislative, and 

Judicial.  

 
SECTION THREE – Resignations and Vacancies in Student Government Positions 

Those who wish to resign from their respective branches must give a formal written Notice of 

Resignation to their specific liaison. In addition, they must also announce their resignation at the 

subsequent General Assembly meeting
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position. The Chief of Staff and other designated Executive Branch members shall interview all 

candidates of the Executive Branch. The Vice President and the Senate Selection Committee shall 

interview all candidates of the Legislative Branch. The Justice Selection Committee, headed by the 

Attorney General shall interview all candidates of the Judicial Branch.  

 

A two-thirds [2/3] majority vote of the Student Senate must confirm the appointment of all 

candidates. Should the Senate approve the nominee(s), they must immediately swear oath, sign the 

Code of Ethics, Code of Conduct, and assume office.  

 

SECTION FOUR – Term Conditions for Student Government Association Positions  

All members of the Student Government Association must be enrolled as a full-time degree seeking, 

fee-paying undergraduate students at Towson University main campus, and a minimum of a 2.5 

Cumulative GPA at the time of their election or appointment.  All members must remain enrolled as 

full-time degree seeking, fee-paying undergraduate students in the university and maintain good 

academic and ethical standing for the duration of their term in office.  

 
The term of the elected members in the Student Government Association shall begin immediately 
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All members in the Student Government Association must sign a Code of Ethics & Code of Conduct 

upon their assumption of office.  
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H. Assume the duties and responsibilities of the University System of Maryland Student 

Council Representative. If they cannot assume such duties, they must delegate it to 

another Student Government Association member with a two-thirds [2/3] majority 

approval from the Student Senate; 

I. Enforce and enact all legislation that is approved by the Student Senate; 

J. Have the power to veto any legislation that is approved by a simple-majority vote of the 

Student Senate within five (5) business days after receiving the Bill or Resolution; 

K. Notify the Vice President and the Senate within two (2) business days from exercising 

veto power; 

L. Address the Student Senate as necessary. Should the President desire to charge the 

Student Senate with a particular mandate or task they must notify the Vice President and 

President Pro Tempore who shall then communicate that to the Senate within twenty-
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SECTION SIX – Treasurer Powers & Responsibilities 

The SGA Treasurer shall:  
A. Compile and record all internal expenses of the Student Government Association; 

B. Prepare and submit to the Student Senate the annual Student Government Association 

operating budget; 

C. Serve as the Chairperson for the Student Government Association Budget Allocation 

Committee; 

D. Serve as an ex-officio member of the Student Government Association Grant Review 

Committee; 

E. Have the power to examine the financial records of any and/or all student organizations 

that are budgeted through the Student Government Association; 

F. 
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H. Have the power to suspend student organizations’ funding that are in violation of the Student 

Government Association Financial Policy 
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SECTION THREE – Student Senate Composition 

The Student Senate shall be comprised of twenty-eight (28) total Senators. Each Senator shall serve 

as a representative of one of the six (6) Colleges which include College of Business and Economics, 

College of Education, College of Fine Arts and Communication, College of Health Professions, 

College of Liberal Arts, and Fisher College of Science and Mathematics. The maximum number of 

seats for each College is four (4). The student body of Towson University can elect no more than 

twenty-four (24) Senators. Out of the remaining four (4) seats, two (2) are reserved for transfer 

students, and two (2) are reserved for freshman students. Any Senator who is appointed must be 

interviewed by the Senate Selection Committee and appointed by the Student Government 

Association Vice President. 

 

SECTION FOUR – Student Senate Committees 

The twenty-five (25) members of the Student Senate shall be divided into two standing committees: 

The Appropriations Committee and the Government Operations Committee. 

 

There shall be a Rules Committee comprised of Six (6) Senators.  

 

There shall be a Senate Selection Committee chaired by the Vice President. This committee shall be 

comprised of Senate Leadership. 

 

Members of the Student Senate may form special Ad Hoc Committees or Task Forces in the event 

that a matter of concern is not within the jurisdiction of the Standing Committees.  
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ARTICLE III – JUDICIAL BRANCH 

SECTION ONE – Judicial Branch Authority 

The Judicial Board will be the main appellate body utilized in cases of disagreement with mandates 

from the Executive Branch and the Student Senate. Any Towson University main campus student 
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B. Vice President- If the SGA Vice President is removed from office or leaves office for 

any reason, the President Pro Tempore shall act in their place until the SGA President 

appoints a new SGA Vice President.  

C. Treasurer- If the SGA Treasurer is removed from office or leaves office for any reason, 

the Chair of the Appropriations Committee shall act in their place until the SGA 

President appoints a new SGA Treasurer.  

D. Attorney General- If the SGA Attorney General is removed from office or leaves office 

for any reason, the Chair of the Government Operations Committee shall act in their 

place until the SGA President appoints a new SGA Attorney General.  

E. Chief of Staff- If the SGA Chief of Staff is removed from office or leaves office for any 

reason, the SGA President shall appoint an interim Chief of Staff until a new Chief of 

Staff is appointed.  

 

SECTION TWO – Succession in the Senate Leadership 

If the Government Operations Chair or Appropriations chair is removed from office or leaves office 

for any reason, the Vice Chairs shall act in their place until a new chair will be elected through an 



! "%!

ARTICLE V – IMPEACHMENT 

SECTION ONE – S
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ARTICLE IX – RATIFICATION & AMENDMENTS TO THE STUDENT 

GOVERNMENT ASSOCIATION CONSTITUTION 

All amendments to the Towson University SGA Constitution shall require:  
A. A two-thirds [2/3] majority vote of the Student Senate;  

 
B. Administrative review by the Associate Vice President for Student Affairs, Campus Life, 

the Vice President for Student Affairs, and/or the SGA Staff Advisor;  
 

C. An approval by at least one thousand (1,000) full time degree seeking, fee-paying 
undergraduate Towson University main campus students.  


