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Dawn Ce ns enre cd nthe Prefess'ena ecadersh’p Pregram fer Wemen w'th ene gea -
te earn hew te e the mest & ect've eaderthat she cou d be for the werk she dees in
her son’s honor

Ce ns’ path te eadersh’p began w'th a hearthreak ng tragedy n May 201/, her sen, R'chare Ce 'ns,
,aprem'sng sen‘er preparng te graduate frem Bew'e State Jn'vers'ty, was abeut te beceme a
secend ‘eutenant nthe JS Army

A eof these p ans shattered on May 20, 40|/ Ce 'ns and h's frends were wa'tng fer an Jaer en
the campus ef the Un'vers'ty of Mary and, when a wh'te stranger emerged frem a weeded arca and
fata y attacked h'm the eny b ack student present w'th a pecketkn’'fe

Ce ns and her hushand, R'chard €Ceo 'ns, Jr, were devastated Butthe'r serrow fue ed them te
take act'en egether, they advecated for hate crme referm n March 2020, the Mary and Genera
Assemb y enacted the Secend t R'chard €Co ns  aw, wh'ch breadened the dean't'on of what
censttutes a hate crme

urther, the ceup & feunded the 2nd Lieutenant Richard W. Collins, Il Foundation, wh'ch seeks
te nvest 'n the educat'en and empewerment of prem’'s'ng yeung Amer'cans whe've preven
themse ves te be eutstand'ng c't/ens and are comm'ticd te werk'ng teward a hate free, mere just
sec'ety fora Currenty, the eundat'en 'ves eutth’'s m'ss’en threugh mentersh’p pregrams ane
strateg’c partnersh’ps he eundat'en a se supperts ether asp’rng serv'cemembers threugh R® €
sche arsh’ps, wh'ch has awarded sche arsh'ps te mere than 290 men and wemen whe have gene
on te heceme m’ tary of‘bers urther, she and her hushand were appented by Pres'dent B'den te
the re € of Un'ters Aga'nst ate and remans a t're ess advecate fer a just and hate free wer d

he nsttute he ped me knew hew te use my ve'ce, says Ce ns. st hbatte a ve'ce ns'de that
treste te me a the th'ngsthat mnet 'm frem New Yerk er'gna y, se can eny descrbe tasth's
the nst'tute gave me chutypah! heyte d me ‘stand up, get your theughts tegether, and speak yeur
truth!” he nsttute gave me methede egy for hew te speak w'theut ape eg./ ng and n a way that
peep e w ‘sten

Dawn Ce ns’tran'ng frem the nst'tute enalp cd herte d've nte a r@ &€ she never expected te
have equppedte cad, serve, and carry on the nde s & cgacy of her be oved sen
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