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THE MASTER OF MUSIC PROGRAM IN PERFORMANCE OR COMPOSITION: AN
OVERVIEW

THE PROGRAM AND GENERAL REQUIREMENTS

The Master of Music program offers advanced performers and composers the opportunity to study with highly qualified
faculty at an affordable institution and prepares candidates for careers in studio teaching, professional ensembles, and
further graduate work. The MM Degree is granted upon successful completion of a program of study that includes a
minimum of 31 units including 21 of required courses and 10 of elective courses. Requirements for graduation also include

completion of a Graduate Recital and the passing of a Comprehensive Review in the form of Recital Research Paper or
Written Exam with Portfolio.

DEGREE REQUIREMENTS
All requirements must be completed within a 7-year period. A minimum average of 3.0 in all courses is required. No

more than two C grades and no more three 500-level courses can be applied toward the program of study.

TRANSFER CREDITS

Six units of electives may be transferred (see UMBC Collaborative Agreement for exceptions that may apply to
students matriculating from that program). Required courses and applied lessons credits must be completed at Towson
University. Degree recitals cannot be transferred. All decisions regarding credit transferability rest with the MM
Director and the Department of Music Graduate Committee.

REQUIRED COURSES (24 units)

Applied Lessons - (one-hour private lessons) 12 units
Advanced Theory (MUSC 631) 3 units
Music Bibliography & Research (MUSC 685) 3 units
Perspectives in Music History and Culture (MUSC 621) 3 units
Ensembles 2 units
Recital (MUSC 795 or MUSC 798) 1 unit

ELECTIVE COURSES (7 units)

Electives must be selected from 500-600 level music courses with the approval of the MM Director. In general, elective
course work should have a direct association to the student’s major. A maximum of four elective units may be applied
lessons and/or ensembles. Concepts of Music Theory (MUSC 629) may be counted as an elective course.

PEDAGOGY REQUIREMENT

Performance students whose undergraduate coursework has not included a pedagogy course must take one of the following
courses as appropriate:

MUSC 542 (Vocal Pedagogy) 3 units
MUSC 543 (Instrumental Pedagogy) 1 unit
MUSC 560 (Piano Pedagogy) 3 units

MUSC 562 (Guitar Pedagogy) 3 units



COURSE ROTATIONS

Even/Odd Academic Years

FALL SPRING
Perspectives of Music History (MUSC 621) No requirements, elective offerings
Pedagogy of Technology (MUSC 452/552)

Odd/Even Academic Years

FALL SPRING
Concepts of Music Theory (MUSC 629) Advanced Theory (MUSC 631)
Research/Bibliography (MUSC 685)

RECITALS AND JURIES

Because the graduate recital is the culminating project for the MM degree, it is normally performed in the student’s final
semester. Students must enroll in applied music during the semester in which the recital is presented. End-of-semester jury



GRADING OF RECITALS

Evaluation of the performance is based on technical ability, repertoire, and interpretation.

Grade of A - Recital demonstrates performance commensurate with a Master of Music Degree at a distinguished level.
Grade of B - Recital demonstrates performance commensurate with a Master of Music degree at an acceptable level.
Grade of F - Recital does not demonstrate a performance level commensurate with a Master of Music degree. The
performance reveals inadequate technical ability, repertoire, and/or interpretation.

MM COMPREHENSIVE REVIEW

MM students with a performance track may pursue either one of the following two options for their Comprehensive
Review: 1) a Recital Research Paper or 2) a Comprehensive Written Exam with Portfolio. Both options culminate with an
Oral Exam. Students in the composition track must pursue the Recital Research Paper option. MM students with a
performance track must inform the MM Director of their choice for the Comprehensive Review by the end of their first
year in the program.

RECITAL PAPER AND ORAL EXAMINATION

Students must register for MUSC 796 (Recital Research Paper) the semester prior to performing their recital. During the
first two weeks of this pre-recital semester, they must request a meeting with the MM Director to form a graduate
committee. The committee will consist of three faculty members with a minimum of one being a specialist in either
musicology or music theory and one from the student’s primary area of study. This committee will evaluate both the recital
and comprehensive review. One member of the committee will be appointed to serve as a Principal Advisor, the student’s
primary point of contact for writing the initial draft of the paper. All drafts of the proposal or paper must be submitted
electronically, unless a paper copy is requested. Students are required to submit appropriate musical scores with their draft
as requested by their Committee.

No later than the 8" Friday of the semester, students enrolled in MUSC 796 (Recital Research Paper), students must submit
a proposal with bibliography and timeline consistent with guidelines in the MM Handbook signed by all members of the
committee to the MM Director. This is preceded by meetings between the students and members of their committees where
these matters are discussed. Meeting arrangements are the responsibility of the student. After filing a signed proposal with
the MM Director, work on the paper commences. The Principal Advisor and other members of the committee should be
available, within reasonable limits, to consult with the student as he/she completes the initial paper draft.

Length and Format

1. Minimum length 25 double-spaced pages of text.

2. Standard 12-point type with one-inch margins.

3. Musical examples, documentary notes, tables, etc. are not included in the 25-page count.
4. Bibliography attached at the end of the paper.






on the MM Oral Defense Form. The exam must be passed by a majority of the committee.

By the last day of classes during the semester, students must present a final copy of the Recital Research Paper signed by
every member of their committee to the MM Director along with the following documents: a signed MM Oral Defense
Form and a copy of their MM recital program. Students who do not produce an acceptable paper or pass their oral exam
will be given a one-page report with necessary remediation. There may be only one subsequent submission of the paper

and/o



GRADUATE SCHOLARSHIPS

Students on graduate scholarship are expected to maintain a minimum of
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Master of Music — Performance Recital Evaluation Form

Candidate: Recital Date:

Jurors should utilize the following five criteria: 5 = Excellent, exhibiting the highest level of standards
commensurate with graduate standing; 4 = Good, consistently effective for graduate level but with some occasional
aspects that could be improved; 3 = Adequate, commensurate with a level acceptable for graduate standing; 2
= Poor, with deficiencies; 1 = Unacceptable. Each committee member should place a rating in the box representing
each dimension below. These are averaged to the right and totaled. Include comments as necessary. Additional
comments may be included on the back of this form. m ht and total




Master of Music — Recital Research Paper & Oral Examination Evaluation Form

Candidate: Oral Exam Date:

Jurors should utilize the following five criteria: 3 = Excellent, 2 = Satisfactory, 1 = Unacceptable. Each committee member should place a
rating in the box representing each dimension below. These are totaled to the right. Include comments as necessary. Jurors (Committee
Members 1-3 with the Principal Advisor serving as Juror No. 1)

Research Paper Evaluative Criteria: (3 pts each, 45 points total)

Please check the appropriate box below regarding the paper. Comments may be added

to the front or back of this form. FINAL TOTAL.:
Please check the appropriate box: Pass with Distinction (80-90 points)
Pass (60-80 points) /90 QtS
Fail (less than 60 points)
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Master of Music —
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PORTFOLIO ITEM 3: Oral Examination

Oral Examination Date:

Oral Examination Grading Evaluation: (15 pts each, 45 points total)

TOTAL.:
1 2 3
Students must receive a minimum of 30 out of 45 points to
Passthe Oral Examination /45 L)tS

Pass with Distinction (80-90 points)

Pass (60-80 points)
Fail (less than 60 points)

Signatures:

Primary Advisor Name: Signature:
Committee Member Name: Signature:
Committee Member Name: Signature:

Date of Completion:
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