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WELCOME 
 
Towson University’s Department of Music is pleased to welcome you to the Master of Music program in Performance or 
Composition. This handbook includes the program’s requirements and procedures and serves as a guide toward completion of the 
degree. Students are responsible for knowing and following these requirements and procedures as well as those contained in the 
Towson University Graduate Catalog. 
 
The MM program has a successful history of serving its students and is fully accredited by the Middle States Association 
and the National Association of Schools of Music. The graduate population is diverse and represents students from a 
variety of backgrounds and nationalities. Graduate students have matriculated from Brazil, Canada, China, Germany, 
Indonesia, Korea, the Philippines, Poland, and Russia as well as from all parts of the United States. Since its inception in 
1989, 
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THE MASTER OF MUSIC PROGRAM  IN PERFORMANCE OR 
COMPOSITION: AN OVERVIEW  

 
THE PROGRAM AND GENERAL REQUIREMENTS  

 
The Master of Music program offers advanced performers and composers the opportunity to study with highly qualified 
faculty at an affordable institution and prepares candidates for careers in studio teaching, professional ensembles, and 
further graduate work. The MM Degree is granted upon successful completion of a program of study that includes a 
minimum of 31 credits including 21 of required courses and 10 of elective courses. Requirements for graduation also 
include completion of a Graduate Recital and the passing of a Comprehensive Review in the form of Recital Research 
Paper or Written Exam with Portfolio. 
 

DEGREE REQUIREMENTS 
 
All requirements must be completed within a 7-year period. A minimum average of 3.0 in all courses is required. No 

more than two C grades and no more three 500-level courses can be applied toward the program of study. 

 
TRANSFER CREDIT  

 
Six credit hours of electives may be transferred (see UMBC Collaborative Agreement for exceptions that 
may apply to students matriculating from that program). Required courses and applied lessons credits must 
be completed at Towson University. Degree recitals cannot be transferred. All decisions regarding credit 



COURSE ROTATIONS 
 
Even/Odd Academic Years 
 

Fall Spring 
Concepts of Music Theory  (MUSC 629)  
Research/Bibliography (MUSC 685)  

Perspectives of Music History (MUSC 621) 

 
Odd/Even Academic Years 
 

Fall Spring 
Concepts of Music Theory  (MUSC 629) Advanced Theory (MUSC 631) 

   
   

RECITALS AND JURIES  
 
Because the graduate recital is the culminating project for the MM degree, it is normally performed in the student’s final 
semester. Students must enroll in applied music during the semester in which the recital is presented. End-of-semester jury 
examinations are a condition of enrollment in applied music, except during the recital semester. Permission to present the 
Graduate Composition Recital (MUSC 795) or Graduate Recital (MUSC 797) is normally granted upon successful 
completion of the end-of-semester jury the semester before the recital is to be performed. 
 
Upon successful completion of the recital, an archival CD and a program copy must be submitted to the MM Director for 
retention in the student’s permanent file. Students are allowed to repeat MUSC 795 (Graduate Composition Recital) or 
MUSC 797 (Graduate Recital) only one time. A second failure of a graduate recital will result in termination from the 
program. 
 

COMPOSITION RECITALS  
 
The Graduate Composition Recital (MUSC 797) will consist of works completed during the student’s graduate tenure at 
Towson University. Total performance shall be no less than 30 minutes of music. The recital program will be drawn from 
works in the student’s Master’s portfolio (see below). Repertoire for the recital is subject to approval by the composition 
faculty, and the recital will be evaluated on musical excellence and organizational skill as evident in the student’s ability 
to compose the music, find performers, organize rehearsals, and present the recital. 
 
A composition student must formally apply to present his/her recital no later than eight weeks prior to the expected recital 
date. This process involves completing the Graduate Composition Approval for Recital Form, selecting the works to be 
programmed, making bound photocopies of the scores and all performance parts, and submitting these materials to the 
student’s main composition teacher. Submitted materials should include a complete set of scores, performance parts, 
completed necessary performance software (if used)Tc 0.047 and cover form indicating that all compositional work is completed 
and that the student is prepared to enter the rehearsal and production stage of the recital. The student’s proposal is reviewed 
by the composition faculty, and the student will receive a written response indicating if the proposed recital is to be 
presented. This process assures that the student is prepared to present the degree recital. Students must be enrolled in 
composition lessons during the semester in which the recital is presented. 
 
At the completion of the last semester of 600-level composition lessons, graduate composition students will present to the 
composition faculty a portfolio of at least four compositions completed during work toward the Master of Music degree at 
Towson University. The portfolio should be accompanied by a completed Composition Portfolio Acceptance Form. The 
Master’s portfolio is to be of the highest quality in artistic merit and presentation and must contain at least one work of 
significant scope. The portfolio should demonstrate compositional proficiency with works for a variety of media. The 
selection of works that make up the portfolio is subject to approval by the composition faculty. 
 
The portfolio is due the last day of classes during the final semester before graduation. The student’s primary composition 
teacher and a second member of the composition faculty will review the portfolio and, if it meets all requirements, will 
sign a verification of acceptance for the portfolio before the student may graduate. The requirements for portfolio 
presentation should be discussed with the composition teacher. Each work should be carefully notated, photo-copied back-
to-





 



The committee will deliberate immediately following the exam and notify the student of one of three 
outcomes: 1) oral defense passed with honors, 2) oral defense passed, or 3) oral defense failed. Results 
will be signed by each committee member on the MM Oral Defense Form. The exam must be passed by 
a majority of the committee. 

 
By the last day of the semester, students must present a final copy of the Recital Research Paper signed by every member 



GRADUATE SCHOLARSHIPS  
 
Students on graduate scholarship are expected to maintain a minimum of “B,” “3.0,” in the music major. Students are 
expected to take a minimum of six graduate credits in music each semester unless otherwise approved by the MM 
Program Director. 
The graduate scholarship student is evaluated each semester. The standard scholarship is for two contiguous years, with 
payments in each Fall and Spring semesters. However, this scholarship can be terminated when a student does not fulfill 
the expectations for the scholarship. 
 
 

GRADUATE/TEACHING ASSISTANTSHIPS  
 
Graduate or teaching assistants are expected to abide by Towson University rules as stated in the TU Graduate 
Assistantship Handbook (http://grad.towson.edu/finance/ga/index.asp). Graduate or teaching assistants are 
evaluated twice a year, on or before Nov. 15th and May 1st. The Program Director will inform the Graduate 
Committee of problems and consult with them prior to any negative decisions. Graduate or teaching assistants 
must be enrolled for a minimum of six graduate credits each semester they are under contract. 
 

EXCEPTIONS TO MM HANDBOOK POLICIES  
 

Requests for exceptions to any policy or procedure stated in this document must be submitted to the MM Director in 
writing with a clear rationale. Any major decisions normally include consultation with the Department of Music Graduate 
Studies Committee. Students should accommodate this process by submitting requests as early as possible. 
 
 

APPENDICES--FORMS 
 
The Recital Research Approval Page below must be included with the paper when forwarded to the MM 
Director.  

  



 

 
 

DEPARTMENT OF MUSIC 
RECITAL RESEARCH PAPER APPROVAL PAGE  

 
This is to certify that the recital research paper, prepared by (student name),  

titled (paper title) has been approved by the following committee as satisfactory. 
 
 

_________________________________________ __________________ 
Principal Advisor     Date 

 
 

_________________________________________  __________________ 
Committee Member     Date 

 
 

_________________________________________  __________________ 
Committee Member     Date 

 
  



 
 
 
 

 

Master of Music –  Performance Recital Evaluation Form 
 
 

Candidate:    Recital Date:    
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