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THE COLLEGE OF FINE ARTS AND COMMUNICATION 
The College of Fine Arts and Communication is one of six colleges of Towson University. The College, 
which consists of seven departments (Art+ Design, Art History, Art Education; Communication 
Studies; Dance; Electronic Media and Film; Mass Communication; Music; Theatre Arts), is under the 
direction of the Dean of Fine Arts and Communication. Each department has a chairperson who is 
nominated by its faculty and appointed by the Dean.
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WELCOME 
to GRADUATE STUDY in MUSIC EDUCATION 

at TOWSON UNIVERSITY! 
 

Welcome to the beginning of experiences which have the potential to challenge and equip 
you in such a way that you can join a distinguished family of music educators who have 
changed and shaped lives through guiding peoples’ experiences with music. 
 
During your studies you will find yourself at times challenged, exhilarated, frustrated, and 
inspired. You will be asked and expected to function independently in a scholarly, musical, 
and educational manner. You will be asked to demonstrate and to apply concepts in ways 
that challenge you to expand your thinking and experiences. You will be supported by 
knowledgeable, caring, and concerned faculty, staff, and colleagues. Throughout your 
experiences you will be encouraged to think, be musical, and apply ideas and concepts to the 
process of becoming more effective in terms of bringing people and music together.
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MASTER OF SCIENCE IN MUSIC EDUCATION 
!"#$"%&'()*+",!-,#.'

 
The Master of Science in Music Education degree is earned by completing a flexible 34-hour 
program of study, of



Handbook Updated September 2023  6 

 
Music Theory Placement Examinations:  
 
 Students may choose to enroll in MUSC 629 Concepts of Music Theory without the need 

to take a placement examination. If you choose to try to pass out of MUSC 629 Concepts 
of Music Theory in order to enroll in advanced theory courses, you will need to take the 
theory placement exam. Music Theory exams will only be given during audition days. The 
Department of Music holds auditions three times annually (usually in January, February, 
and March). 

 
ADMISSION:  

• Complete and submit an application, including official transcripts and other 
requested materials as appropriate to the Graduate Program.   
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PLAN B: __________ 
Minimum of 34 units/maximum of 9 units at the 500-level. More than 50% must be in graduate student-only 
classes. 
REQUIRED COURSES (19 units) SUGGESTED COMPLETED 
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GRADUATE PROJECT PROPOSAL (Level I):  
Prior to beginning work on a Graduate Project, a student must meet with the 

Program Director to identify an area of study.  This process starts with the development and 
submission of a GRADUATE PROJECT PROPOSAL (Level I).  The GRADUATE PROJECT 
PROPOSAL (Level I) must be presented in the format as outlined on the following page of this 
handbook.   As part of the process, the candidate will
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TITLE OF GRADUATE PROJECT PROPOSAL (Level I) 
 

 
 
 

by 
Student's Name 

 
 
 
 

A Level I Project Proposal 
presented to the Music Education faculty of 

Towson University 
in partial fulfillment 

of the requirement for the degree 
 
 
 
 
 

Master of Science in Music Education 
 
 
 
 
 

Date Submitted: ____________   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Date approved: ____________   
 

Faculty Mentor ___________________________ 
 
Program Director ____________________________ 
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Criteria for Level I Proposal 

 
The Level I proposal is a one-page outline.  The intended purpose of the Level I proposal is to 
present the basic outline of a research problem, and to determine if the proposal seems 
worth pursuing.  The Level I proposal should include: 
 
• A one-sentence statement identifying the purpose of the study, with an additional 

statement articulating the specific problem(s).  
 
• A rationale or the fundamental reasons for doing the study.  Key support (several 

citations) from the literature should be included. 
 
• The significance or the importance or anticipated consequences for doing the study, with 

appropriate citations, should also be a part of the Level I proposal. 
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PROPOSED TIME-LINE to be included in 
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GRADUATE PROJECT/THESIS OUTCOMES: A student will be expected to demonstrate the 
ability, knowledge, understanding, and confidence to develop, refine, and complete a 
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TITLE OF GRADUATE PROJECT (or THESIS) IN CAPITAL LETTERS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

by 
Student Name 
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Although the content of a Document will vary depending on the topic pursued, the general 
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E.  Section I: Introduction, Purpose, Problem, Significance, Rationale 
and Terms  (this is an ‘expansion’ of the Graduate Project Proposal 
(Level I)  
F.  Section II: Related literature 
G.  Section III: Presentation of Musical Score, recordings  
H. Application (see ‘Scholarly Study’, I above) 
I. Appendix*: bibliography of materials 
J.   Professional Vitae (see example, page 25) 

 
CURRICULUM  A.  COMPLETION REPORT  

(available from Program Director-see page 22) 
B.  Title page  
C.  Abstract 
D.  Table of Contents 
E.  Chapter I: Introduction, 
F.  Chapter II: Related literature 
G.  Chapter III: Lesson Plans 
H.  Chapter IV: 
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EXAMPLES OF COMPLETED GRADUATE PROJECTS 

 
The intent of the Graduate Project in Music Education is to provide an opportunity for 

individual scholarly accomplishment in an area of student choice.ig3cP _g x3hsln ish3lg c 7O t m 7; k7 P3fnsg
(' D7 il l l il cxgx3oi hoh 7' W77g c 7O • tom 0l3h tpm 0l3g tpm 03lg  0c x3hsln ish3fnsg  (' D7 il l l il ccxx3gcc ono
7' W77g c 7O• tsm 0l3c ttum 0ntamf3hgicl3xsf ono
7' W77g Cog l l l3fnsg (' ln ish3fnsO t m 7; ish3fnsqog l 3hsln ish3fn ish3fnsln ish3fntxg ono
7'g
( x3hs, P3fns
 0l3lll l 8 7B k7 P _
l3og l l l3og x3hsln g (' D7 il s 7Bgi7O tig3cP _g 
77x ch3fnsg
(' D7 il l l il fhc3cccn o3fnsg
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l3o tpm 0l l3oln ish3fn3og3fnsg
(' D7 il l l il cxgx3oi hoh 7' W77g c 7O •g (' D7 ilooliB kent
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COMPLETION REPORT 

GRADUATE MUSIC EDUCATION 
(MUSC 880) 

(All Projects submitted  
must include a Completion Report.  

In addition, a separate Completion Report with  
attachments, must be submitted to the Program Director) 
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PERFORMANCE RECITAL 
ASSESSMENT FORM 

BACKGROUND: The Graduate Project-Recital component of the MS Degree in Music Education 
is designed to provide interested students with an opportunity to pursue graduate 
study in a specific area of performance interest.  As such,
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Master of Science in Music Education – Recital Evaluation 
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general, changes of this nature are completed with the approval of the majority of class 
members. At times, faculty members have professional responsibilities and/or 
opportunities that may impact a specific class meeting. If this situation arises, a class will 
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study, directed reading and other special format courses are not normally acceptable for 
transfer credit. Permission to transfer special format courses may be granted if 
supporting documentation is submitted and accepted by the Graduate School upon the 
recommendation of the Program Director.   

Application for the transfer of graduate credit is completed by filling out an online 
Transfer Petition Form available at 
https://www.towson.edu/registrar/grades/transfer.html  
 

 You will need to submit an official transcript from the institution granting the original 
credit, and course syllabi documenting the content of the course being transferred. You 
should also email the graduate program director with this information to facilitate evaluation 
of transfer credits. 

 
TUITION AND FEES:
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AMERICAN CHORAL DIRECTORS ASSOCIATION (ACDA), Towson University Chapter. This 
student organization was organized in 1997. The chapter was founded to further the 
opportunities in choral performance and education for students of Towson University. Its 
inaugural membership
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Q: GRADUATE PROJECT: 

!
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her/his personal practices on others (learners, parents, colleagues) and adapts practices to meet 
the needs of each learner. 

10 Leadership and Collaboration 
The teacher seeks appropriate leadership roles and opportunities to take responsibility for student 
learning, to collaborate with learners, families, colleagues, other school professionals (including 
resource personnel), and community members to ensure learner growth, and to advance the 
profession.  
 
Possible exs./look fors; takes an active role on the instructional team, working with specialized 
resource personnel, giving and receiving feedback on practice, examining learner work, analyzing 
data from multiple sources, and sharing responsibility for decision making and accountability for 
each student’s learning;  works with other school professionals to plan and jointly facilitate 
learning on how to meet diverse needs of learners; collaborates with learners, families, colleagues, 
and local and/or global communities through ongoing communication 

!!

m

and
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MUED-MS ASSESSMENT PLAN 
The key program learning outcomes are in direct alignment with the required Master Degree 
in Music Education program outcomes outlined by the National Association for Schools of 
Music (NASM), our external accreditation agency.   
https://nasm.arts-accredit.org/accreditation/standards-guidelines/handbook/  
The MS-MUED Key Learning Outcomes will be defined in the Graduate Handbook in Music 
Education provided to all students upon entrance into the program. 
 
Graduates of this program will be able to: 
1. Develop graduate-level perspectives on contemporary issues and problems in music 

education. 
2. Create and use appropriate
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Key Learning Outcomes 
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Program Learning Outcome #4. Utilize research methods designed to improve practices in 
schools, classrooms, rehearsals and performances, and interpret and frame the results in a 
scholarly 


