HIST 110

Prof. Ropers

Something in the Water: Hazards of Travel and Pilgrimage on the Gokaido in Tokugawa Japan
By Phillip Spain.

The Tokugawa period is widely regarded as a period of unprecedented peace and
prosperity for pre-modern Japan. In the late 17" century, the economy was stable and growing
due to the increased trade and traffic of goods and people.! Amidst all of this, Japan experienced
a new phenomenon — the emergence of widespread recreational travel.? Both recreational travel
and widespread religious pilgrimage amongst the laity became major components of Japanese

culture during the Tokugawa period. Despite significant risks, the people of Tokugawa Japan
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bed.?’” Another warning appears against taking medicine from random inn guests or travelers.

Yasumi sensibly advises that “If you are really in need of medicine, go to an established

medicinal shop.”?
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foot traffic along the Gokaido. Ranging from the wrath of nature to personal carelessness, and
the ever-present dangers of other humans, these journeys, whether for spiritual enlightenment or

simply going from point ‘A’ to point ‘B’, were not to be taken lightly. Yet, despite all of these
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describes a feeling of restlessness and simply wanting to “...cross the Shirakawa Barrier...”?

Yasumi also describes a love of traveling, and apparently did so to such an extent that those who
knew him frequently asked for his help and advice before setting out on the road themselves.?
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