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%ULGJLQJ�WKH�'LYLGH��([DPLQLQJ�WKH�(IIHFWLYHQHVV�RI�WKH�$UDE�6SULQJ�LQ�(J\SW�7KURXJK�DQ

,QWHUVHFWLRQDO�/HQV

(J\SW¶V�KLVWRU\�WKURXJKRXW�WKH���WK�FHQWXU\�LV�FKDUDFWHUL]HG�E\�DXWKRULWDULDQ�OHDGHUVKLS

DQG�SXQFWXDWHG�E\�YLROHQW�WUDQVLWLRQV�RI�SRZHU��LQFOXGLQJ�+RVQL�0XEDUDN¶V�ULVH�WR�SRZHU�LQ

������7KURXJKRXW�KLV����\HDU�UHLJQ��0XEDUDN�XSKHOG�D�VWDWH�RI�HPHUJHQF\�LQ�RUGHU�WR�VHL]H�PRUH

SRZHU�RYHU�WKH�JRYHUQPHQW���IRUPHG�WKH�&6)��&HQWUDO 6HFXULW\�)RUFHV��D�SULYDWL]HG�SROLFH�IRUFH

OR\DO�WR�KLV�UHJLPH�DQG�NQRZQ�IRU�WKHLU�YLROHQFH�DJDLQVW�FLYLOLDQV��DQG�JURRPHG�KLV�VRQ�*DPDO�WR

VXFFHHG�KLP脀 V�SROLFH�DQG�KLUHG�VWUHHW�WKXJV�

,VRODWHG�DFWV�RI�YLROHQFH�SDUW�RI�D�ODU

H�DU�
�D�O�O��.W�K�H�O�H�G��6K�H�H�� FDOOHG�IRU�WKH�-DQXDU\���WK�SURWHVWV�WKDW�VSDUNHG

WKH�UHYROXWLRQ��'HVSLWH�FRQWLQXHG�VWDWH�YLROHQFH��WKH�SURWHVWV�ODXQFKHG�DV�LQWHQGHG�RQ�(J\SW¶V

3ROLFH�'D\��D�QDWLRQDO�KROLGD\�KRQRULQJ�(J\SWLDQ�SROLFH�ZKR�IRXJKW�DQG�GLHG�IRU�(J\SW¶V

LQGHSHQGHQFH�IURP�WKH�%ULWLVK�(PSLUH��7KH�LQWHQWLRQDO�WLPLQJ�RI�WKH�SURWHVWV�RQ�D�KROLGD\�PHDQW

1
t r a t e g i e s  T h a t  B e a t  D o w n  t h e

Arab Spring and Keep Regimes in Power,” Arab Center Washington DC (March 31, 2021): 6.
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WR�KRQRU�WKH�SROLFH��WKH�VWURQJ�DUP�RI�WKH�UHJLPH��UHOD\HG�DQ�LPSDFWIXO�PHVVDJH��FLYLOLDQV�ZRXOG

QRW�DFFHSW�D�KROLGD\�KRQRULQJ�WKHLU�RSSUHVVRU��:KLOH�6DLG¶V�GHDWK�PD\�KDYH�EHHQ�WKH�WLSSLQJ

SRLQW�LQ�SRSXODU�IUXVWUDWLRQ��LW�ZDV�KDUGO\�WKH�RQO\�UHDVRQ�IRU�WKH�SURWHVWV��,W�ZDV�VLPSO\�WKH�EDVLV

RQ�ZKLFK�WKH\�WRRN�D�VWDQG�DJDLQVW�\HDUV�RI�RSSUHVVLRQ�XQGHU�WKH�0XEDUDN�UHJLPH��7KH

RFFXSDWLRQ�RI�7DKULU�6TXDUH�FUHDWHG�D�VKDUHG�VSDFH�IURP�ZKLFK�HPHUJHG�D�FROOHFWLYH�SHUFHSWXDO

VKLIW�DFURVV�LQWHUVHFWLRQDO�GLYLGHV��IURP�OHDUQHG�KHOSOHVVQHVV�LQ�WKH�IDFH�RI�DXWKRULW\�WR�D

FROOHFWLYH�IHHOLQJ�RI�HPSRZHUPHQW�

(J\SWLDQ�SURWHVWHUV�H[SHULHQFHG�ILUVWKDQG�WKH�SK\VLFDO�LQMXVWLFH�DQG�YLRODWLRQ�RI�SROLFH

EUXWDOLW\�HQ�PDVVH�LQ�D�VKDUHG�VSDFH��:KLOH�WKH�XVH�RI�H[FHVVLYH�IRUFH�DJDLQVW�FLYLOLDQV�ZDV

FRPPRQSODFH�XQGHU�WKH�0XEDUDN�UHJLPH��WKH�XQLTXH�FLUFXPVWDQFHV�LQ�7DKULU�VTXDUH�LQIODPHG

SURWHVWHUV¶�UHYROXWLRQDU\�VHQWLPHQWV��SURYRNLQJ�DQ�XQSUHFHGHQWHG�GLVSOD\�RI�LQWHUSHUVRQDO�XQLW\

LQ�WKHLU�SK\VLFDO�UHVLVWDQFH�DJDLQVW�SROLFH�ZKR�WULHG�WR�DWWDFN�WKHP��QRW�RQO\�GXULQJ�WKH�LQLWLDO

3ROLFH�'D\�SURWHVWV�EXW�RWKHU�DWURFLWLHV��QDPHO\�WKH�%DWWOH�RI�WKH�&DPHOV�DQG�WKH�0DVSHUR

PDVVDFUH��ZKLFK�RFFXUUHG�LQ�WKH�PRQWKV�WKDW�IROORZHG�³8QLTXH�FLUFXPVWDQFHV´�LQ�WKH�FDVH�RI

7DKULU�UHIHUV�WR�WKH�LQWHUVHFWLRQDO�DOOLDQFHV�EHWZHHQ�JURXSV�RI�GLIIHUHQW�UHOLJLRQV��FODVV�VWDQGLQJV�

DQG�LGHRORJLHV�LQ�SURWHVW�DJDLQVW�WKH�UHJLPH��7KLV�ODUJH�VFDOH�FRRSHUDWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�JURXSV�ZKR
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GLYLVLYH�SRZHU�WKH�0XEDUDN�UHJLPH�KHOG�RYHU�LWV�FLWL]HQV��HIIHFWLYHO\�H[SORLWLQJ�DQG�VWRNLQJ�WKH

IODPHV�RI�SUHMXGLFH�EHWZHHQ�JURXSV�DQG�GHPRQL]LQJ�RSSRVLQJ�SROLWLFDO�PRYHPHQWV�WKURXJK

PHGLD�FRQWURO�DQG�SURSDJDQGD�

7KH�SHUVRQDO�DFFRXQW�RI�(J\SWLDQ�FLWL]HQ�DQG�ORQJWLPH�&DLUR�UHVLGHQW�$GHO�$EGHO�*KDIDU

SURYLGHV�D�GLUHFW�ZLQGRZ�LQWR�SURWHVWHUV¶�H[SHULHQFH�RI�SROLFH�EUXWDOLW\�DQG�WKH�VKLIW�LQ

SHUVSHFWLYH�WKDW�GURYH�WKHP�WR�ILJKW�EDFN��DQG�VXFFHVVIXOO\�LQWLPLGDWH�WKH�&6)�WR�WKH�SRLQW�RI

UHWUHDW��+H�GHVFULEHV�WKH�WHUURU�KH�DQG�WKH�RWKHU�SURWHVWHUV�LQ�7DKULU�IHOW�DV�ULRW�SROLFH�XQOHDVKHG

WHDU�JDV�DQG�UXEEHU�EXOOHWV�LQWR�WKH�FURZG��DQG�KRZ�KH�DQG�WKH�UHVW�RI�WKH�FURZG�UDQ�DV�WKHLU

IHOORZV�ZHUH�EHDWHQ�ZLWK�EDWRQV�RQ�WKH�-DQXDU\���WK�SURWHVW�� 7R�UXQ�IURP�LQKHUHQW�GDQJHU�LV�

REYLRXVO\��D�GHHSO\�LQJUDLQHG�LQVWLQFW�LQ�DOO�KXPDQ�EHLQJV�WKDW�LV�GLIILFXOW�WR�RYHUFRPH��WKHUHIRUH�

LW�LV�ORJLFDO�WKDW�WKH�SROLFH�ZRXOG�DGRSW�VXFK�D�WDFWLF�XQGHU�D�UHJLPH�WKDW�UXOHV�E\�IHDU��7KH

H[FHSWLRQDO�DVSHFW�RI�*KDIDU¶V�DFFRXQW�LV�WKDW�WKH�SURWHVWHUV�GLG�QRW�FRQWLQXH�WR�UXQ��*KDIDU

LQWURGXFHV�WKDW�SLYRWDO�PRPHQW�ZLWK�D�TXRWH�IURP�DQRWKHU�SURWHVWRU��³6XGGHQO\��D�PDQ�QH[W�WR�PH

VWRSV�DQG�VKRXWV��µ'R�QRW�UXQ��(J\SWLDQV��ZKHQ�ZLOO�\RX�VWRS�UXQQLQJ�DZD\"�7XUQ�DURXQG�DQG

OHW¶V�IDFH�WKHP�RQFH�DQG�IRU�DOO�¶�+H�JUDEV�P\�VKLUW��DQG�,�VWRS��,�JUDE�WKH�VKLUW�RI�WKH�SHUVRQ�QH[W

WR�PH��DQG�KH�VWRSV��6ORZO\��RXU�HQWLUH�JURXS�FRPHV�WR�D�KDOW�´� $W�WKDW�PRPHQW��D�FKDLQ�UHDFWLRQ

RI�LQGLYLGXDO�DFWLRQV�EHWZHHQ�SURWHVWHUV�VWRSSHG�WKH�ZDYH�RI�PDVV�SDQLF�LQFLWHG�E\�SROLFH�

5KHWRULFDOO\��E\�FDOOLQJ�WKH�SDQLFNHG�FURZG�³(J\SWLDQV�´�WKH�SURWHVWHU�ZKR�JUDEEHG�*KDIDU¶V

VKLUW�SURPRWHV�XQLW\�EHWZHHQ�LQGLYLGXDOV�E\�XVLQJ�D�ODEHO�WKH\�FDQ�DOO�LGHQWLI\�ZLWK��7KH�VLPSOH�

\HW�SURYRFDWLYH�ZRUGLQJ�RI�WKH�FKDOOHQJH�KH�LVVXHG�WR�KLV�IHOORZV�QRW�WR�UXQ�QRW�RQO\�SURYLGHG

JURXQGLQJ�LQVWUXFWLRQ�DPLGVW�WKH�SDQLF�EXW�DOVR�LQYRNHG�D�VHQVH�RI�SULGH��D�GHVLUH�WR�ULVH�XS�DQG

RYHUFRPH�ZKDW�IRUFHG�WKHP�WR�VFDWWHU��$GGLWLRQDOO\��WKH�SK\VLFDO�DFWLRQ�RI�HDFK�SURWHVWHU

3 Alsaleh 55

2 Alsaleh, Asaad, Voices of the Arab Spring: Personal Stories From the Arab Revolutions, New York:
Columbia University Press, (2015): 55, EBSCOhost #944984.
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DFWXDOO\�G\LQJ�� +RZHYHU��WKH�IDFW�UHPDLQV�WKDW�E\�SURWHVWLQJ�DW�DOO��DQG�FHUWDLQO\�E\�SK\VLFDOO\

ILJKWLQJ�EDFN�DJDLQVW�SROLFH��SURWHVWHUV�NQRZLQJO\�SXW�WKHPVHOYHV�DW�ULVN�RI�EHLQJ�NLOOHG��7R�VKRZ

XS�DQG�SURWHVW�ZDV�WR�SXW�RQHVHOI�DW�WKH�VDPH�ULVN�DV�HYHU\�RWKHU�SHUVRQ�SUHVHQW�LQ�7DKULU�

QRWZLWKVWDQGLQJ�DQ\�GLIIHUHQFH�LQ�UHOLJLRQ��HWKQLFLW\��VRFLRHFRQRPLF�VWDWXV��RU�DQ\�RWKHU�GLYLGH

WKDW�ZRXOG�RWKHUZLVH�EH�LQ�HIIHFW��7KH�SURYRFDWLYH�SRZHU�RI�WKH�SKUDVH�³ZH�DUH�DOO�.KDOHG�6DLG´

LOOXVWUDWHG�WR�WKH�SURWHVWHUV�WKDW�VHFWDULDQ�GLYLGHV�KDG�QR�SODFH�LQ�SURWHVWV�ZKHUH�DOO�PHPEHUV

UHFRJQL]HG�DQG�HPEUDFHG�WKH�FKDQFH�RI�GHDWK�HTXDOO\�

3HUFHLYHG�HTXDOLW\�DQG�XQLW\�EHWZHHQ�GLIIHUHQW�UHOLJLRXV�JURXSV�XQGHU�WKH�0XEDUDN

UHJLPH�ZHUH�W\SLFDOO\�ORZ��UHODWLRQV�EHWZHHQ�0XVOLPV�DQG�&RSWLF�&KULVWLDQV�ZHUH�SXQFWXDWHG�E\

PLVWUXVW��0XEDUDN¶V�GHPRQL]DWLRQ�DQG�GHQRXQFHPHQW�RI�FHUWDLQ�,VODPLF�JURXSV�HIIHFWLYHO\

VSUHDG�PLVWUXVW�RI�0XVOLPV�DPRQJ�(J\SW¶V�&RSWLF�&KULVWLDQ�PLQRULW\��HQVXULQJ�WKH�WZR�UHOLJLRXV

JURXSV�ZRXOG�QRW�XQLWH�DJDLQVW�KLP�DV�ORQJ�DV�WKH�&RSWV�IHOW�WKH\�QHHGHG�WKH�JRYHUQPHQW¶V

SURWHFWLRQ�IURP�WKH�FRXQWU\¶V�����0XVOLP�PDMRULW\��� +LVWRULFDOO\��WKH�0XEDUDN�UHJLPH�KDV

KDUQHVVHG�,VODP�DV�D�SROLWLFDO�WRRO��JLYLQJ�FOHULFV�WKH�ULJKW�WR�D�SODWIRUP�RQ�SXEOLF�WHOHYLVLRQ�DV

ORQJ�DV�WKH\�HQFRXUDJHG�SXEOLF�REHGLHQFH�WR�WKH�UHJLPH�DQG�VFDSHJRDWLQJ�,VODPLVW�SROLWLFDO

JURXSV�VXFK�DV�WKH�0XVOLP�%URWKHUKRRG�DV�YLROHQW�H[WUHPLVWV��9LROHQW�VWUXJJOHV�EHWZHHQ

UHOLJLRXV�VHFWV��QDPHO\�WKH�6XQQL�DQG�6KL¶D��DUH�FRPPRQO\�H[SORLWHG�E\�UHJLPHV�RI�WKH�$UDE

ZRUOG��,Q�WKH�FDVHV�RI�%DKUDLQ�DQG�6\ULD��IRU�H[DPSOH��FLYLOLDQV�RI�WKHLU�UHVSHFWLYH�UHOLJLRXV

PDMRULW\�VHFWV�UHEHOOHG�DJDLQVW�WKH�PLQRULW\�UXOHG�UHJLPHV��ZKLOH�FLYLOLDQV�RI�WKH�PLQRULW\�VHFWV

UHPDLQHG�OR\DO�RXW�RI�IHDU�RI�WKH�PDMRULW\��+RZHYHU��WKLV�ZDV�QRW�WKH�FDVH�LQ�(J\SW��7KH

VROLGDULW\�DQG�WUXVW�GLVSOD\HG�EHWZHHQ�ERWK�0XVOLP�DQG�&RSW�SURWHVWHUV�LQ�7DKULU�VTXDUH�ZDV

UHPDUNDEOH�FRQVLGHULQJ�KRZ�URXWLQHO\�WKH�GLYLGH�EHWZHHQ�WKHP�ZDV�ZHDSRQL]HG�E\�WKH�UHJLPH�

10 Aslam, Ali,“Salat-Al-Juma: Organizing the Public in Tahrir Square,” Social Movement Studies vol, 16 no.
3 (May 2017): 305, Academic Search Ultimate, ID# 121746383.

9 Mittermaier 592
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HYHU\GD\�OLIH��DV�KH�SXWV�LW��³(J\SW�LV�QRW�WKH�VTXDUH�´�� ,I��WKHQ��DQRWKHU�7DKULU�FDQQRW�UHDVRQDEO\

EH�FUHDWHG��KRZ�FDQ�RUGLQDU\�SHRSOH�WUDQVIRUP�WKHLU�HYHU\GD\�OLYHV��WKH�VSDFHV�LQ�ZKLFK�WKH\

VLPSO\�H[LVW�DQG�FRH[LVW��LQWR�D�IDFWRU\��VR�WR�VSHDN��IRU�SROLWLFDO�UHYROXWLRQ"�(O�)DWWDK�H[SDQGV�

7KH�FRXQWU\�LV�ZKDW�ZH�ORYH�DQG�ZKDW�ZH�OLYH�IRU��ZKDW�ZH�FHOHEUDWH�DQG�ZKDW�ZH�PRXUQ�
,I�WKH�VWDWH�IDOOV��PRUH�WKDQ�MXVW�WKH�VTXDUH�ZLOO�UHPDLQ²WKHUH�ZLOO�EH�WKH�ORYH�RI
VWUDQJHUV��WKHUH�ZLOO�EH�HYHU\WKLQJ�WKDW�GURYH�XV�WR�WKH�VTXDUH��DQG�HYHU\WKLQJ�ZH�OHDUQHG
LQ�WKH�VTXDUH��/RYH�LV�.KDOHG�DQG�VRUURZ�LV�.KDOHG�DQG�WKH�VTXDUH�LV�.KDOHG�DQG�WKH
PDUW\U�LV�.KDOHG�DQG�WKH�FRXQWU\�LV�.KDOHG��$V�IRU�WKHLU�VWDWH��LW�LV�IRU�DQ�KRXU��-XVW�DQ
KRXU���

(VVHQWLDOO\��(O�)DWWDK¶V�SRLQW�GHPRQVWUDWHV�WKDW�HYHQ�ZLWK�WKH�FXUUHQW�IDLOXUH�RI�WKH�UHYROXWLRQ�

WKH�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ��WUXVW��DQG�FRQQHFWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�VWUDQJHUV�LV�WKH�NH\�WR�NHHSLQJ�WKH�VSLULW�RI�WKH

UHYROXWLRQ�DOLYH��WKDW�WUXVW�EHWZHHQ�(J\SWLDQV�LV�ZKDW�WUXO\�PDNHV�XS�WKH�FRXQWU\�RI�(J\SW��UDWKHU

WKDQ�WKH�VWDWH��ZKLFK�LV�WHPSRUDU\�DQG�GRHV�QRW�GHILQH�(J\SW�DV�D�FRXQWU\��7KLV�WKRXJKW�SURFHVV

WDNHV�RQ�D�VLPLODU�PHVVDJH�WR�WKDW�RI�-XGLWK�%XWOHU��LW�LV�WKH�UHODWLRQVKLS�EHWZHHQ�LQGLYLGXDOV�WKDW

IRUP�D�FROOHFWLYH�JURXS�ZLWK�D�FROOHFWLYH�ZLOO��DQG�WKDW�ZLOO�LV�ZKDW�GHILQHV�DQG�WUDQVIRUPV

WHPSRUDOLW\��D�VKDUHG�VSDFH��D�VKDUHG�FRXQWU\�

5HYROXWLRQDU\�VHQWLPHQW�FRPHV�LQ�XQSUHGLFWDEOH�ZDYHV�DV�PHDVXUHG�E\�SRSXODULW\�ZLWK

WKH�JHQHUDO�SXEOLF��DV�PXFK�DV�LW�LV�WLUHVRPH�IRU�IXOO�WLPH�UHYROXWLRQDULHV�WR�HQGXUH�DQG�SXVK�IRU�D

PRUH�FRQVLVWHQW�PRYHPHQW�IRU�SURJUHVV�DQG�GHPRFUDF\��+RZHYHU��LQ�(J\SW�LQ�EH\RQG��ZKHQ

JURXSV�RI�SHRSOH�FRPH�WR�UHFRJQL]H�WKH�RYHUODS�EHWZHHQ�WKHLU�RZQ�RSSUHVVLRQ�DQG�WKDW�RI�WKH

³RWKHU´�DQG�RYHUORRN�VRFLDO�PLVWUXVW�DQG�GLYLGHV�RUFKHVWUDWHG�E\�JRYHUQPHQWV�DQG�LQVWLWXWLRQ�LQ

RUGHU�WR�NHHS�WKHPVHOYHV�LQ�SRZHU��WKHLU�GLVVDWLVIDFWLRQ�ZLWK�WKRVH�LQ�SRZHU�ZLOO�EH�PRUH

PRELOL]HG�DQG�FKDUJHG�WKDQ�EHIRUH��7KH�DELOLW\�EHWZHHQ�D�JURXS�RI�SHRSOH�WR�UHODWH�WR�RQH

DQRWKHU�IDFLOLWDWHV�PXWXDO�WUXVW�DQG�D�IHHOLQJ�RI�HPSRZHUPHQW�WKDW�LV�ERWK�LQIHFWLRXV�WR�WKH

17 El-Fattah 86
16 El-Fattah, Alaa Abd, You Have Not Yet Been Defeated, New York: Seven Stories Press, (2022): 85.
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JHQHUDO�SXEOLF�DQG��LI�PDLQWDLQHG�IRU�ORQJ�SHULRGV��SRWHQWLDOO\�WKH�PRVW�LPSDFWIXO�ZD\�WR

GLVPDQWOH�DXWKRULWDULDQLVP��7KH�UHYROXWLRQ�LQ�(J\SW�PD\�EH�VWDOOHG��EXW�WKHUH�LV�DOZD\V�SRWHQWLDO

IRU�UHLJQLWLRQ�
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